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The virus is here. What now? 


Walz tells VP Pence 
that state is rationing 
available tests 
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Experts warn that virus 
problems could last 
well over a year 


Officials expect rise, 
then a decrease, then 
another increase in fall 


Community mitigation 
vital to keep hospitals 
from being overrun 


By Dave Orrick e dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


ife is different now, eh? 

Feels like it happened fast. The 
new coronavirus was on the other 
side of the world, and suddenly our 

governor and president have declared 
states of emergency, and health leaders 
are telling us to change ... almost every- 
thing, it feels like. 

It’s jarring. 

But — and this is important — doctors, 
public health experts and political leaders 
generally agree on two points: 

1. This is necessary. 

2. This is temporary. 

It’s actually all part of a plan, versions of 
which have been around for decades. 

Pandemic experts call the stage we’re in 
“community mitigation.” 

We all have questions. Pioneer Press 
reporters have been asking them. 

Here are some answers to what we can 
expect as this continues: 


SLOW THE SPREAD 


Here’s why all this is necessary: Almost 
everyone is vulnerable to COVID-19 
because it’s new, so we have essentially 
no individual immunity to it and no herd 
immunity as a society. And it spreads eas- 
ily from people to people. 

It makes a fair amount of people sick 
enough to require hospitalization and 
probably kills somewhere between 1 per- 
cent and nearly 6 percent, although 
because it’s so new, scientists really aren’t 
sure about the fatality rate. Don’t get 
hung up on it. 

The real problem is that if everyone gets 
sick at once — which could happen if we 
did absolutely nothing — we would over- 
whelm our hospitals. Then, people who 


JOHN AUTEY / PIONEER PRESS 
The Church Street pedestrian mall is nearly empty at lunchtime at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis on Friday. The university is on spring 


break, which has been extended until Wednesday due to the new coronovirus. After that, courses will be taught online at least through April 1. VIRUS REALITY, 8A 


Experts: U.S. internet can 
handle telecommute task 
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Walz presses VP for more tests 


Gov. Tim Walz 
wrote to Vice 


Governor to speak today on plan for schools 
President Mike 


audio, which is much less demand- 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota announced seven new 
COVID-19 patients Saturday, 
bringing the state total to 21, as 
Gov. Tim Walz expressed concern 
over the state’s shortage of tests 
needed to identify coronavirus 
infections. 

“We have been forced to ration 
the number of tests performed at 


our public health lab,” Walz wrote 
to Vice President Mike Pence. “I 
call upon you to help ensure we 
appropriately prevent and miti- 
gate the spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic.” 

Additionally on Saturday, one 
Anoka County school district 
announced it would close for two 
days, while Walz scheduled a Sun- 
day morning announcement of a 
plan on how schools statewide will 


Pence, who heads 
the government’s 
coronavirus task 
force. 


respond to the virus. 

Minnesota’s 21 cases are in nine 
counties. Anoka, Carver, Dakota, 
Hennepin, Olmsted, Ramsey, Ren- 
ville, Stearns and Wright counties 


MINNESOTA VIRUS, 9A 


Associated Press 


BOSTON — The U.S. internet 
won't get overloaded by spikes in 
traffic from the millions of Ameri- 
cans now working from home to 
discourage the spread of the new 
coronavirus, experts say. But con- 
nections could stumble for many if 
too many family members try to 
videoconference at the same time. 

Some may have to settle for 


ing of bandwidth. 

Separately, Sen. Mark Warner of 
Virginia on Saturday applauded 
announcements by several major 
U.S. internet providers for taking 
temporary measures — including 
the suspension of data caps, free 
public Wi-Fi and free broadband 
for households with children who 
lack it — designed to better 
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